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WELCOME

We're thrilled to return to the Northern
Quarter and Ancoats for our eighth year
of the Manchester Folk Festival, which
promises to be an absolute belter! Join
us for three days of gigs, sessions and
workshops in some of Manchester's most
iconic and atmospheric venues, showcasing
a mix of folk, roots and traditional music
alongside the nest emerging talent.
Moving from our previous October slot,
we're excited to become  ‘a springtime
staple for music lovers’ (Tradfolk) going
forward.

The festival allows you to plot your course
through the programme, tailoring your choices
to your taste — whether revisiting much-loved
traditions or discovering something entirely
new. This year, we're excited to present
performances across 10 (ten!) fantastic

venues, including our Rochdale-commissioned

ACCESS

musical Peter’s Field, as well as exciting new
Manchester talent Caoilfhionn Rose, Katherine
Priddy, Stornoway, The Longest Johns, Cara
Dillon and more. There’s so much to highlight
and look forward to!

Our three-day festival pass allows you to dip
in and out throughout the weekend, enjoy
exclusive intimate concerts and of course,
experience the now-legendary late-night

festival club at our hub, Band on the Wall.

We can’t wait to show you what we have in

store — we very much hope to see you there!

David Agnew,
Chief Executive £
& Artistic Director A -

We use a range of venues at Manchester Folk Festival and although all are accessible, in order to
give the best possible experience, we need to let some venues know in advance if we have any
audience members who are wheelchair users or require assistance.

If you are a wheelchair user, require assistance or require an essential companion ticket, please
email info@englishfolkexpo.com to let us know before purchasing a ticket.

TICKETS

Festival wristbands and tickets for individual gigs can be purchased via our website. No
advance booking is required for our free events. Please note each Band on the Wall
ticket includes a £1 venue restoration levy and each New Century Hall ticket includes a
£0.50 levy. These charges are included in the advertised prices. For more information
and to buy tickets head to www.manchesterfolk.com or scan the QR code .

WWW.MANCHESTERFOLK.COM

Follow us for the latest news

@McrFolkFest

1 Manchester Folk @manchesterfolk

All information correct at time of printing. All ticket prices are inclusive of fees. Cover artwork by Anna Jane Houghton. Brochure design by Gary Andrew Clarke.



FESTIVAL CLUB

Live music in a bustling club setting

BAND ON THE WALL - 11pm - 1am

unreserved seating/standing, 18+

TICKETS -£14.30 TICKETS -£14.30

TICKETS -£14.30

3 DAFT MONKEYS JOHN KELLY

Festival favourites delivering Politically charged songwriter

infectious and dynamic world- and a (non-violent) ghter for

folk dance rhythms. equality, inclusion and human
rights.

BRAZEN HONEY & THE BEAR

An all-new, all-female brass Roots multi-instrumentalists
band playing feel-good tunes combining delicately
you can sing along to. interweaving harmonies with

highly evocative songwriting.

REMORAE OLI MATTHEWS BAND

A genre-bending collective UK folk-funk instrumentalist

of folk, jazz and electronic crafting gripping melodies,
musicians from the UK and punchy brass and inspired bass
France, formerly known as lines.

Folkatron Sessions.

JAYWALKERS
Exhilarating Americana trio
mixing powerhouse bass, ame-
ngered mandolin, blistering
ddle and three-part harmony.

RE:VULVA

Dazzling instrumental virtuosos
empowering young women

to take their rightful place on
stage.

SAM KELLY

BBC Radio 2 Folk Award-winner
blending Gaelic heritage with
eclectic, soulful folk music.



STORNOWAY

support from AMELIA COBURN
NEW CENTURY HALL - DOORS 6:30pm

TICKETS- £24.75 (14+)
STANDING

Before they soared back with the heart- lling, life-giving
kaleidoscopic wonder that is their fourth album, Dig The
Mountain!, Stornoway did not exist. After stepping away from the
limelight in 2015 following a 'gloriously deciduous decade' , the
Oxford natives gradually began piecing together another record
during the 2020-2022 lockdowns. The Guardian hailed their new
release as'their best album yet' in a ve-star review. They followed
it with Best of Unplucked, featuring hand-picked versions of their
beloved acoustic recordings, showcasing the nature-inspired
band's enduring charm and creativity.

Amelia Coburn transforms the unusual into timeless tales, spinning
stories of vengeful widows and whimsical romance.

HANNAH SANDERS & BEN SAVAGE

CAPTAIN OF THE LOST WAVES

THE CASTLE HOTEL- DOORS 6:30pm
TICKETS- £15.40 (18+)
UNRESERVED SEATING / STANDING

Ethereal troubadour and storyteller The Captain returns after a
life-changing road accident nearly 22 months ago, when he and
his family were struck by a stolen vehicle during a police chase.
Amidst a dif cult rehabilitation, he slowly created Beautiful Ugly,
a re ective, healing album. This visceral collection, full of dreamy
verses, life-af rming choruses and audacious spirit, is a testament
to resilience, offering contemplative music for the mind and body
born from extraordinary adversity.

HALLE ST PETERS (VICTORIA WOOD) - DOORS 6:30pm
TICKETS- £16.50 (10+, Under 16s accompanied by adult)
UNRESERVED SEATING

Hannah Sanders & Ben Savage spent much of 2023 touring

with the legendary Fairport Convention. Inspired by their nightly
on-stage jams they assembled a band for the release of their

fourth album, I n The Dark We Grow, featuring Jon Thorne (James
Yorkston), Josh Clark (Kate Rusby) and JJ Stoney (Billy Bragg). The
result is unlike anything else on the UK folk scene. Maintaining the
intimacy and precision of their earlier work, while exploring ever-
shifting soundscapes, this unique collaboration is a balm for weary
ears.




JON BODEN & THE REMNANT KING
SUPPORT FROM COHEN BRAITHWAITE-KILCO

BAND ON THE WALL - DOORS 7.00pm STANDING
TICKETS- £26.40 (10+, Under 16s accompanied by adult)

Bellowhead frontman and one half of Spiers & Boden, Jon Boden ,
founded his band The Remnant Kings in 2009 to perform Songs from
the Floodplain , the rst album in his post-apocalyptic trilogy of self-
penned works. They have gone on to establish themselves as a band
blending songwriting and trad English folk music to gripping effect.

Featuring Bellowhead's Sam Sweeney, Leveret's Rob Harbron, the Seth “’ : : = . Pl
Lakeman Band's Ben Nicholls, Sally Hawkins and M. G. Boulter, the six- o) 7
piece returns in support of their 2024 critically acclaimed album Parlour '

Ballads. This genre-busting mix sees folk, Bach, pop and jazz rubbing
shoulders with Boden'’s award-winning songs.

Anglo concertina and melodeon ace Cohen Braithwaite-Kilcoyne 4 ; -
of Granny’s Attic and The Sorrow Songs Band supports, fresh from T poc
releasing his third solo album.

Please note: Ticket and festival wristband holders can attend a special singing workshop with
Jon Boden at Band On The Wall before the show, from 6:30 to 7:15pm.

THE DEEP BLU®ITH SUPPORT

NIGHT & DAY CAFE - DOORS 7:15pm
TICKETS- £16.50 (18+) STANDING

The Deep Blue masterfully fuse rebellious lyrics with hypnotic
harmonies and nespun melodies. Performing everything from
deeply personal vignettes to anthemic calls to arms, they burst onto
the scene in May 2021 with their debut EP, prompting key indie
press like DORK to clamour for the inside scoop on Manchester's
hottest new band. In 2024, they celebrated countless sold-out
shows, performed at Glastonbury Festival and were honoured with
the Cambridge Folk Festival's Christian Raphael Prize.

CARA DILLON

HALLE AT ST MICHAEL'S - DOORS 7:30pm
TICKETS- £27.50 (10+, Under 16s accompanied by adult)
UNRESERVED SEATING

Cara Dillon brings her celebrated Coming Home show to life with
an extraordinary band also featuring Sam Lakeman. Born from
personal poems and a remarkable album and book, the show
interweaves emotive new material with treasured classics. Blurring
storytelling, poetry and song, it offers a rare and evocative glimpse
into Cara’s world as she shares memories and stories inspired

by her native Co. Derry and the remarkable people, places and
customs closest to her heart.




PETER’S FIELBEATURING SEAN COONEY
WITH ELIZA CARTHY & SAM CARTER
SUPPORT FROM SAM CARTER p

HALLE AT ST MICHAEL'S - DOORS 7.30pm
TICKETS- £17.60 (10+, Under 16s accompanied by adult)
UNRESERVED SEATING

Award-winning songwriter and member of The Young'uns Sean
Cooney, presents his Rochdale-made musical Peter’s Field , following
a standing ovation at its FolkEast premiere and a sold out 2024 date
in the home of the Peter’s Field Massacre, Middleton in Rochdale.
Joined by twice Mercury-nominated artist Eliza Carthy and critically
acclaimed guitarist and songwriter Sam Carter , this inspiring new
work consists of 15 original songs and a compelling spoken narrative,
breathtakingly commemorating one of the most momentous days in
working class history.

BBC Folk Award-winning guitarist and songwriter Sam Carter will
also appear solo, deftly demonstrating why Jon Boden calls him, ‘the
nest English-style ngerpicking guitarist of his generation.'

, 8 MIRANDA SYKES & JIM CAUSLEY

HALLE ST PETER’S (VICTORIA WOOD) - DOORS 8:30pm
TICKETS- £17.60 (10+, Under 16s accompanied by adult)
UNRESERVED SEATING

Two of the UK’s most iconic voices, Miranda Sykes and Jim

Causley, have nally come together as a duo and appear in support
of their upcoming album The Last of the Singers, which features
traditional, contemporary and self-penned songs. Friends for nearly
' 20 years, the album follows their 2024 tour with John Palmer,
- celebrating the centenary of the death of song collector and author
Sabine Baring-Gould.

FESTIVAL WRSTBANDS

YOUR ALL-ACCESS PASS TO
MANCHESTER FOLK FESTIVAL 202

Festival wristband holders will have access to all
performances across the three days, allowing them
to tailor their experience to their tastes, effortlessly
switching between intimate spaces and main stages.

See page 17 for details on THE
exclusive perks for 2025













































