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Open Call for Creatives to Fill Manchester Exhibition Space with Structural Design
In association with RIBA North West, architects, artists and students are amongst those invited to transform part of Manchester Craft and Design Centre. 
A blank canvas awaits creatives of a variety of disciplines at Manchester Craft and Design Centre, with an open call for proposals to fill the landmark building’s exhibition space with a temporary, structural installation. In collaboration with RIBA North West, the professional body for architects in the region, the Centre’s artistic programming team has issued a brief to devise an ambitious installation to be built and exhibited next year.
Standing in the middle of the converted Victorian fish market, and surrounded by studio shops where resident designers work and sell during the day, the exhibition space presents both an opportunity and a challenge. As a compact, elevated space, flanked by a busy café bar, entrants will need to display their ambitions by producing a confident proposal, while considering the area’s significant quirks and limitations. 
With a deadline of Friday 31 October 2014, both RIBA and the Centre are asking for RIBA Chartered Architects and students of Architecture to consider the opportunity, alongside other creative minds with the required know-how. Architectural knowledge, or consultation with an architect is advised for the purposes of structural development, but the winning design – as judged by a panel of judges including Charlotte Myhrum, Places Matter Design Review Manager and John Bridge, Chair of RIBA NW Communications Committee – could be designed by anyone and made of anything, from plastic to wood to cardboard.
Kate Day, Director of Manchester Craft and Design Centre, said: 
“We’re very proud to be collaborating with RIBA North West on this exhibition opportunity, embarking on a project that not only engages the community of creative talent in the region to explore a brief with few rules, but also connects with the public and our historic building in a meaningful way. Our visitors will be able to see the shortlisted designs before a panel of expert judges make the difficult final selection, perhaps forming their own opinions on who should get the opportunity to see their proposal made a reality, creating healthy debate around the creative process.”
All entries will be displayed at the Centre during November 2014 for visitors to see, straight from the drawing board. The winning proposal will be built within the constraints of a strict budget and displayed for three months between Saturday 14 February and Saturday 10 May 2015, with the Centre hosting a launch event for the winner on the opening weekend. 
Andrew Ruffler, Regional Director RIBA NW, said: 
“We are delighted to be working with MCDC to support the promotion of this opportunity to our Members in the North West. RIBA Chartered architects have a wonderful range of knowledge, skills and creativity which I am sure can be brought to this project. The opportunity to do something which is slightly more informal in nature will I am sure lead to significant interest from architects and students of architecture alike, and I look forward to seeing the public exhibition and winning entry.” 
For more information about the opportunity and to receive a copy of the brief, entrants are asked to visit the website at www.craftanddesign.com
For further information about RIBA North West, please visit: 

www.architecture.com 
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Notes to Editors: 

About Manchester Craft and Design Centre:

In the heart of the city’s creative Northern Quarter, Manchester Craft and Design Centre, in the former Victorian Fish and Poultry Market, is home to 18 studio boutiques. This is where 30 talented artists and designer-makers produce and sell their work to the public. 

Work ranges from jewellery, accessories and clothing to furniture, lighting, textiles, ceramics, photography and painting. The dynamic exhibition programme showcases work by both emerging and established international makers. 

Our Oak Street Café Bar serves delicious homemade food to eat in or take away, including a brand new menu changing daily with delicious homemade soups, sandwiches, quiches, frittatas and tarts. 

Manchester Craft and Design Centre won Manchester Tourism Award for best Independent Tourism Retailer of the Year in 2013, and are funded by Arts Council England as one of their prestigious National Portfolio organisations.

W: www.craftanddesign.com

T: 0161 832 4274.

Manchester Craft and Design Centre, 17 Oak Street, Manchester M4 5JD

Open Mon – Sat, 10am-5.30pm 

Café open Sundays 11am-5pm. 

Free admission.
About RIBA

The RIBA champions better buildings, communities and the environment through architecture and our members. We provide the standards, training, support and recognition that put our members – in the UK and overseas – at the peak of their profession. With government, we work to improve the design quality of public buildings, new homes and new communities: For further info see www.architecture.com 

