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MANCHESTER CRAFT & DESIGN CENTRE (MCDC)

Manchester Craft & Design Centre is the largest provider of studio/retail space and support for Designer/Makers in the North West of England.

Aims and Objectives:

· To provide workspace, facilities and support services for Designer/Makers.

· To foster an environment that encourages creativity, innovation and excellence.  

· To encourage opportunities for Designer/Makers through joint marketing initiatives, press and publicity and a city centre retail environment.

· To promote and increase the interest of the public in contemporary craft and design through exhibitions, events, workshops and open studios.

Manchester Craft & Design Centre is a unique organisation comprising of 19 retail/studio spaces, a café and a rolling programme of exhibitions.  Located in Manchester City Centre’s Northern Quarter, Manchester Craft & Design Centre is at the hub of a growing innovative and artistic community.  Once Manchester’s fish and poultry market, this striking Victorian building crowned with a huge glass roof now houses two floors of designers, contemporary craft workers and artists working in a wide range of media including ceramics, textiles, jewellery, glass and furniture. It is home to the North West’s finest selection of contemporary craft and design and is therefore the ideal place in which to develop and present your business.

Manchester Craft & Design Centre is one of the few places in the United Kingdom open to the public where Designer/Makers can produce and sell their work on the premises. The Centre provides a sympathetic working environment, encouraging the development of both new and established businesses.  Many of the artists at Manchester Craft & Design Centre exhibit at galleries and trade fairs across the UK and beyond including the Great Northern Contemporary Craft Fair, Origin, Top Drawer and the British Craft Trade Fair. The Centre also presents a rolling programme of exhibitions providing a showcase of work from emerging, mid career and established designer/makers from throughout the UK and beyond.

The benefits you will receive as an Occupant in Manchester Craft & Design Centre are diverse and unique :-

· A combined workspace and retail studio, a facility unique in Manchester and the North West.

· Competitive rents from around £250 - £530 per month.

· Studios ranging from approx 120 – 340 sq feet (12 - 33 sq metres).

· Access to office facilities – photocopier and fax.

· Marketing and promotion under the Manchester Craft & Design Centre umbrella through the Centre, Arts Council North West, Arts About Manchester, Marketing Manchester, North West Tourist Board and Manchester City Council initiatives.

· An established customer base with over 75,000 visitors per year.

· A prime location, 5 minutes walk from Piccadilly Gardens, close to 
                                                         Piccadilly and Victoria Stations, and tram routes.

· A professional base in an atmospheric former Victorian market building.

· A supportive working environment with access to help from organisations experienced in developing contemporary and craft and design businesses such as Manchester Design Initiative and Business Link.

Studio Rental

Rent includes communal costs for the building e.g. management services, heating, lighting, repairs, and maintenance of communal areas plus advertising and promotion of the Centre.  

Studios have 24-hour access, an alarm/security system, running water either in or nearby all workshops.

Not included: Water rates, business rates and electricity (this is on a separate meter for individual studios); public liability insurance (n.b. this is mandatory) 

MCDC Information

The Centre is currently run by Manchester Craft & Design, a non-profit making limited company guided by a voluntary Board of Directors.  We employ 3 staff members who work towards raising the profile of MCDC and our resident artists.  Manchester Craft & Design is generously supported by Manchester City Council, who own the premises and enable us to sub-let studios to our tenants.

Conditions of Occupancy
1.  Occupancy to be for the sole purpose of producing and selling nominated goods.

2.  A professional retail service must be maintained at all times of the year and during the hours of 10am and 5.30pm, Monday to Saturday inclusive (subject to revision).

3.  A deposit of two month’s rent is required prior to receipt of keys to the studio.  Thereafter payment of rent must be paid by standing order on the 10th of the month for which rent is payable.  A standing order form will be supplied.

4.  Occupants will be liable for all costs incurred by Manchester Craft and Design as a result of keys being lost or stolen. 

5.  Occupants must inform the Management of any hazardous materials kept in the premises and abide by all established Health and Safety regulations.

6.  Occupancy of the studio space is initially for a provisional period of three months.

7.  Occupancy can be cancelled by 2 month’s notice in writing from either party.

8.  Occupants must agree to abide by Memorandum and Articles of Association of Manchester Craft & Design and any decisions made by the Management Board of Directors of Manchester Craft & Design.

Application Procedure

Applications will only be accepted from practising professional craftspeople and designers.

Applications are welcome from designer/makers producing high quality contemporary craft or design and particularly welcome application from makers in disciplines that are currently under represented at MCDC.

Applicants are asked to submit an application form and images.  Shortlisted applicants will be invited to submit a business plan and cash flow forecast and will be invited to attend an interview.

For further information or viewing please contact us on; 

T: 0161 832 4274 

E: info@craftanddesign.com

Opening hours;

Monday - Saturday 10am - 5.30pm.

Closed Sundays and Bank Holidays

Open Sundays in December 11am - 5pm
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