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Supporting Document. 

Collecting History Artist opportunity at Manchester Craft and Design Centre (MCDC). 

January 2012. 

Collecting History: Celebrate and connect with our heritage through engagement and artist activity

Project goals: 
· Research MCDC’s heritage, including its position within the Northern Quarter’s history 

· Creatively document MCDC’s heritage within an accessible art installation
· Make heritage information accessible for visitors in the future (through archiving and editing information into accessible forms) 
· Provide visitors and participants (including research volunteers) with an opportunity to reflect on their personal history and heritage within Manchester’s Northern Quarter 

· Help raise the profile of Manchester Craft and Design Centre and it’s unique heritage 

· Create an engaging and visually appealing showcase of heritage information in the exhibition space at MCDC

· Build and nurture relationships with local people 
Timescales: 

Lead in time and research: 09.04.2012 >16.04.2012 

Collecting History exhibition/project dates: 28.04.2012 > 30.06.2012 

Evaluation: 02.07.2012>06.07.2012 

Crafting History exhibition dates: 

Detail 

Collecting History will creatively uncover information about the different uses of MCDC’s building, and the people and stories that have been connected with it. The information uncovered will include its history as a key Victorian market in the city, to its current use as a creative incubator. This will give a greater understanding of MCDC’s role in the development and regeneration of the Northern Quarter in Manchester. 

The Collecting History display, and information collected through the project, will then be used within the Crafting History project. Crafting History will see all the number of resident and local artists creatively investigate their connection to MCDC’s heritage through art and craft commissions, which will form the next exhibition between 14.07.2012 and 10.11.2012.   

Manchester Craft and Design Centre (c.1875) is located in a former Victorian fish and poultry market, and is the only existing market building to remain in public use in this once bustling market area of the city. The buildings current use, as a creative incubator and retail space, is unique in Manchester, and is a symbol of the transformation of Manchester’s Northern Quarter, from a market area into an innovative creative hub of the city. 

Throughout 2012, Manchester Craft and Design Centre will celebrate its 30th anniversary by learning and sharing our heritage. MCDC plans to use the uncovered research, the links made with the community around us and the new understanding of our organisation and its past, to shape the way in which we secure our future within our Victorian building. 

Manchester Craft and Design Centre is a key landmark in the Northern Quarter’s transformation, from a market area of the city into one of its key cultural hubs. Manchester City Council altered the market, to become the ‘Manchester Craft Village’ in 1982. 

The Collecting History project is funded by Arts Council England, as part of our National Portfolio Organisation support. 
Artist responsibilities and skills 

· Gather and understand historic information MCDC already has 

· Engage diverse participants (of differing ages and backgrounds) with the concept of the project 

· Collect appropriate stories from visitors, staff, tenants, members and neighbours 

· Assist in the design/layout of the exhibitions space

· Create a visually engaging and accessible art installation from gathered information

· Assist volunteers in the documentation of the stories for MCDC’s records 

· Contribute to the evaluation the project/exhibition with MCDC 

Volunteer involvement 

· Document stories 

· Secure text, sound and images in digital archives 

· Sort and archive information 

· Compile information into usable formats for MCDC staff and Crafting History artist 

Research collection responsibilities 
· MCDC to hand over what we have to artist (photos and volunteer researchers information)

· Artist to source any supplementary info needed from archives 
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