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Mission Statement

We exist to promote and develop excellence in contemporary craft and design in Manchester, the North West and beyond.  

We will support the development of the creativity, skills and expression of local and regional crafts people; we will encourage artistic understanding of and participation in craftsmanship and design; and we will foster a wider and deeper appreciation of contemporary crafts amongst the public. 

Aims of Artistic Policy

MCAD is a uniquely hybrid place, partly a community of retail/studio spaces for designer/makers and partly an exhibition venue to promote contemporary craft and design.

The Artistic Policy is a guideline for MCAD to select makers and designers and their works in order to programme exhibitions and events taking into account the mission statement. 

MCAD will deliver a high quality craft and design programme.

The programme should encourage new users and broaden existing audiences of MCAD.

The Artistic Policy will also be used to define the artistic selection criteria for future tenants of MCAD. 

Additional activities and events to the formal programme may relate to but not fulfil the Artistic Policy but will fulfil the marketing Policy in terms of audience development

The definition of selection criteria is imperative. We will adopt terminology used by Arts Council England and The Crafts Council although these terms are not exclusive or exhaustive. 

MCAD Artistic Policy

MCAD will programme accessible, ambitious and innovative exhibitions and events - the very best of craft and design talent as detailed below 

-Original work designed and made by a living craftsperson or designer-maker and produced as unique items or in limited batch production.

-Contemporary work that is cutting edge and ensures the highest standard of skills and making.

-Work that reflects the signature of the individual maker and also demonstrates the investigation of processes.

-Work that is critically engaging, aspiring to be recognised as making a unique and progressive contribution to critical debate. 

-Selected work will cover a wide range of materials and techniques. Including (but not exclusively) ceramics, glass, jewellery, metalwork, woodwork, textiles and furniture.

-Exhibitions will be physically and intellectually accessible. Interpretative materials will compliment each exhibition.

-Work may cross boundaries in its use of materials and ideas. MCAD will take informed chances in accepting experimental, challenging and forward thinking work. Such work will highlight MCAD’s desire to prioritise cutting edge work that pushes the boundaries of craft and design.

-MCAD will support and exhibit work from local, regional, national and international makers and designers.

-MCAD will support and exhibit work from graduates, emerging talent, mid career and established names.

-MCAD will develop and maintain links with further and higher educational establishments.

-MCAD will be mindful of cultural diversity and offer opportunities to individuals and groups currently under-represented in contemporary craft and design

-MCAD will not prioritise traditional or heritage craftwork or design that seeks to restore or reproduce. 

-As a contemporary crafts organisation, MCAD will not as a priority support nor exhibit painting, drawing, graphic design, printmaking, photography or sculpture. 

The CPO will research, co-ordinate and deliver a minimum of four exhibitions per year with at least one event to complement each exhibition. 

NB For visual references see the exhibitions pages on the MCAD website. www.craftanddesign.com/exhibitions
